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It has been an honor and a privilege to complete my first year of a two year term as the President
of the Aeromedical Society of Australasia (ASA).

ASA Presidents Report
2021-2022

2019 saw the world descend into the grip of the COVID-19 global pandemic. In 2020 and 2021
following robust discussion, the ASA committee unanimously agreed that in the interest of our
membership’s health and safety and to act with responsible social conscience, ASA would not hold
a face-to-face conference. During these two years as a small attempt to ease a little financial burden
for our existing members, individual membership of ASA was free. During this time it was also
encouraged as an opportunity to join ASA.

It has not only been a pandemic that has impacted on us all personally and professionally. Mother
Nature has issued multiple significant environmental challenges. New South Wales, its population
and its emergency services have been subjected to three events of devastating floods and the worst
fires on record for the State. In New Zealand, especially in the far north, the West Coast of the South
Island and latterly the top of the South Island, torrential unrelenting rainfall has caused massive
destruction that is predicted to take years to recover from. Internationally Europe has been
experiencing a heat wave with temperatures not ever experienced before. These challenges are
likely warnings of what is to become our normal as the consequences of global warming now make
their presence felt. It can no longer be said that these are 1 in 100 year events.

And a war in Ukraine. Whilst we are far from the torment of the frontline, the ripple effect
economically and on food supplies has been felt worldwide. However let us not forget all the other
political hot spots that have become chronic war zones but no longer make it to our TV screens or
headline news stories.

The effects of environmental disasters and wars also impacts on our domestic animals and
countries wildlife some of whom are very iconic and significant to the identity of a country.

Now in 2022 it has been a delight, I believe for all of us involved, to be able to finally bring to
fruition a face-to-face conference in Brisbane, Queensland. The annual ASA conference provides a
forum for all members of the aeromedical industry in Australasia and further afield to come
together; the opportunity to catch up with friends and colleagues when it is otherwise not always
possible to do so; to enjoy a scientific programme, to engage in questioning and debate, to make
the most of networking opportunities and in particular this year, to take a few days out to have a
small break, and to enjoy some sense of normality with like-minded people; to indulge in and enjoy
some heartwarming banter and to experience the restorative therapy of laughter.

[ would like to extend my heartfelt thank you to the ASA conference organizing committee, to all
our sponsors and exhibitors who continue to support us; to Conference Design as our Professional
Conference Organiser and to our Master of Ceremonies, Greg Ward. Without all the work and
support of these people, the conference would not be going ahead.

Where is ASA heading? Committee members James Koens and Cameron Edgar have
enthusiastically taken on the role of being our Podcast gurus. Two informative and entertaining
interviews have taken place and have been very successful. There are definitely more interviews
on the horizon.

The ASA scholarship for 2021 -2022 was awarded to two applicants: Peter Franklin is putting the
money towards his Masters of Special Paramedic Practice - Aeromedical Retrieval - at Monash
University and Paul Gallagher towards an aeromedical conference attendance.

To try and stay a little more connected with our members, in lieu of a newsletter that has been
previously published, ASA is going to produce an Annual Report; the first will go out to the
membership before the end of 2022.



We have made our members aware of webinars that are relevant to our industry and this year we
are renewing our MoU’s with our international partners and the Cairns Accord.

We are open to hearing from anyone about any relevant upcoming events, webinars, podcasts and
educational events. We welcome being a conduit for getting the information disseminated to our
wider group. We are also open to suggestions as to how we can better serve our membership and
the aeromedical industry.

As the ASA committee members go through a period of transition we would really welcome
individual ASA members to consider becoming committee members.

I would like to acknowledge the work of Catherine Jones. Catherine does a lot of the ‘behind the
scenes’ work. She completes the administrative work of ASA that does not immediately come
under the role of the Secretary.

Finally I would like to bring to everyone’s attention the announcement of Graeme Field retiring
from the ASA committee. Graeme has an illustrious 40 year career history commencing as a
paramedic and then moving into the aeromedical industry. He has been a constant member of the
ASA committee from 2004 to this current day - 18 years. He was President Elect 2010-2012,
President 2012 - 2014 and has held the secretarial role 2006-2010 and again this past year 2021-
2022. Whilst Graeme is intending to stay on as an ASA member, his vast experience and depth of
knowledge will be sorely missed by the ASA committee. However, his retirement is truly deserved
and it has come time for other priorities in his life to have his attention. We wish him all the very
best for future years to come.

To everyone, we wish you good health and happiness.
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