
 
 

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT – 2025 
 

 

I would like to welcome the members of ASA and guests to the 2025 Annual 

General Meeting of the Aeromedical Society of Australasia. Thank you for your 

attendance. 

 

Bringing this 40th anniversary conference event together in Hobart has been a 

sizeable endeavour. It has required an enormous amount of effort from a group of 

dedicated people. The conference organising committee and Evita and her team 

from Conference Design will be acknowledged during the conference. I’d like to 

thank them now also. It has been a great effort. Based on indications so far, it may 

have attracted the largest number of delegates seen for an ASA/FNA conference. 

 

It is fantastic that representatives of our International MOU and Accord partners 

continue to travel to Australia and New Zealand to support our conferences. Our 

friends from Europe (EHAC), North America (AAMS) and the Society of 

Aeromedicine Malaysia (SAMMs) have all made the effort to be here. This 

conference has also brought other international guests including our keynote 

speakers. My view is these relationships bring mutual benefits and should be long 

nurtured by ASA in to the future. Helping maintain these connections has been 

one of the highlights of my time as president. 

 

I would also like to thank our conference and MOU partner FNA. It is a joint 

conference and its contribution is important and valued. 

 

While much has happened in 2025, I’d like to make note of the following: 

 

- Following the strategic planning day facilitated by Mardi at our Adelaide 

conference, we have consolidated the purpose, vision and values for ASA.  

With the help of Andrew Berry and Catherine Jones the ASA website has 

undergone revision to make this information available to our members. The 

plan has been summarised for publication and will be presented to the 

delegates at the end of our conference by incoming president Cameron as 

part of his closing remarks.  



 
- A key focus resulting from the strategic review was developing a liaison 

with CASA and advocating for an outcome focussed, consistent regulatory 

approach to aeromedical design standards and approvals. CASA personnel 

have indicated a strong willingness to proceed and participate. The next 

step will involve coordinating meetings between ASA and CASA 

representatives. 

- Unfortunately, the society's annual scholarship of $5000 failed to attract 

applications and was not awarded. This contrasts significantly with the high 

number of applications in 2024. The efforts to promote the scholarship have 

been quite vigorous with the application process and criteria also refined in 

the last twelve months. I would encourage the incoming committee to 

consider how this facility can be better utilised by the membership going 

forward. 

- It is with great pleasure that Chris Webber and Paul Gallagher will 

recognised during this conference for their long term and significant 

contribution to ASA and its committee. It is a pleasure to have them here 

with us and I look forward to sharing the event with them. 

- I would also like to acknowledge and thank Di Fuller who has been our 

Secretary and steps down from the role at this year’s AGM. She has made 

an outstanding contribution and has fulfilled the role with dedication. 

Thank you Di. 

- The financial position of ASA is probably the strongest it’s been. Following 

profitable conferences since Covid and noting that budget predictions for 

this conference are positive, this position should remain healthy. Now 

stabilised, I would encourage discussion around stewardship, risk 

management and value enhancing expenditure. I would like to thank 

Andrew for his judicious management of the society’s funds throughout the 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

This has been my final year as president of the society. I have always considered 

the role a privilege to hold. I thank the committee for their support over the last 

twelve months. I thank them also for their deliberations, insights and 

contributions. 

 

Cameron Edgar, President-Elect, New South Wales 

Andrew Berry, Treasurer, NSW 

Di Fuller, Secretary, New Zealand 

David Waters, New Zealand 

James Koens, New South Wales 

Mardi Steere, South Australia 

Alana Harper, New Zealand 

Judi Shields, Queensland 

Hayden Wilson, Queensland 

Jodie Purches, New Zealand 

Sam Immens, New South Wales 

 

I would also like to thank Catherine Jones for her diligent administrative support 

over the last 12 months. I have requested her assistance quite a lot and she always 

obliges happily. 

 

I conclude by encouraging future committee members, who are busy volunteers, 

the very best in their contributions to the society. I wish the incoming president 

Cameron Edgar a fantastic tenure. 

 

Thank you again. 

 
Mark Buick  

PRESIDENT 

25th September 2025 – Hobart, Tasmania 


