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Introduction

• Who is Tony Laws?
• Development and Changes in SAR 

Since the 1970s and 1980s
• Development of Bristow Helicopters 

SAR
• NW shelf of Australia
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Changes in UK SAR 
from the 1970s and 
1980s
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Long ago…

From the 1960s to the late 1980s, training in SAR techniques for
winching and flying was good, however first aid remained fairly 
basic.
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SAR up to the 1980s
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Something needed to be done…

• A vast amount of experience had 
been gained during the troubles 
in Northern Ireland

• The Royal Air Force SAR Force 
took the lead

• First advanced medical course 
for SAR personnel was 
established

• Early 1990s Royal Navy send 
SAR aircrew 
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The way forward…
• Advanced first aid and 

resuscitation course takes 
place at Princess Mary 
Hospital, RAF Halton

• Classroom theory and 
practical in NHS casualty 
department, theatre and on-
the-road, with the Oxfordshire 
Ambulance Service
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Modern Military SAR
• At present, military SAR provides 

an advanced aeromedical service
• Current conflicts have advanced 

aeromedicine to higher levels
• Which has benefited the support to 

civilian SAR
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Bristow SAR 
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Bristow SAR
• A pedigree in SAR dating back 

to 1971
• UK 1971: HM Coastguard
• North Sea 1978–1989: BP and 

Shell
• UK 1983–2007: HM Coastguard 

SAR Government contract (four 
bases)

• Faroe Islands 2001: Oil and Gas 
SAR

• North Sea 2003: BP SAR trial
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Bristow SAR

• Norway, 1995–present: Offshore 
SAR

• Cyprus, 1998–present: 
Government contract for military

• Belize, 1998–present: 
Government Air Support
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Bristow SAR
• Algeria, Dubai and Bahrain, current: 

Government Air Support contract
• Brunei, 1993–present: Government Air 

Support contract
• Trinidad, current: Government contract 

for Trinidad Air Guard
• Libya, current: Oil and Gas LIMSAR
• Netherlands, 2003–present: Oil and 

Gas/Coastguard SAR
• Solomon Islands, 2004–2009: SAR, 

Maritime Surveillance and Police 
Support contract

• Australia, current: LIMSAR
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Bristow SAR

• How did we train back in 1971?
• All SAR crews came from the 

military
• They brought their military skills to 

civilian SAR
• Our operations manual was a 

combination of the Royal Navy and 
Royal Air Force manuals
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Bristow SAR
• As new staff joined they brought 

more modern skills to Bristow
• Bristow requested assistance from 

Queen Alexandra’s (QA) Hospital 
in Portsmouth, UK



15

Bristow SAR
• Bristow sent staff on an initial two-week 

advanced life support skills course 
developed for us by QA Hospital 
training staff

• Followed by a biannual refresher one-
week course at the hospital

• A number of staff joined from the armed 
forces with Paramedical qualifications

• In our Dutch operation the first Bristow 
rear crew begin Paramedics training 
with Dutch Health Authority
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Bristow SAR

• Bristow has made technical 
developments as knowledge is 
gained

• Accidents and incidents, SAR 
missions and staff

• Bristow has received industry 
recognition for technical 
innovation
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Bristow SAR
• In 2010 the UK CAA brought 

out new legislation
• CAP 999
• Regulates SAR and EMS and 

sets the standards for SAR and 
EMS

• Bristow has ensured we meet 
the standards in this document 
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LIMSAR and the 
NW Shelf
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What is LIMSAR?

• Gas and oil industries will always 
strive to develop their technology

• Expanding their ability to extract 
resources in more remote regions 
of the world

• There are no national SAR assets 
to cover these operations

• Bristow has a clear requirement 
for limited SAR operations to 
ensure the safety of our 
customers and staff
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Bristow LIMSAR

• Bristow uses local staff from their 
engineering and ground handling 
departments

• Instruction is conducted through 
ground school and flying training 
by professional SAR trainers

• Pilots are given training in SAR 
techniques

• Crews practise every week to 
maintain these vital skills 
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Bristow LIMSAR

• This service is for our clients and 
flight crews

• AMSA and other local authorities 
can also ask for this service

• This year Bristow have assisted 
AMSA and FESA Ten times and 
saved over 16 lives and assisted 
many more
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Bristow LIMSAR

• Our main SAR aircraft is the 
332L Super Puma

• EC225
• AW139
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LIMSAR and INTSAR

• Bristow offers three levels of 
SAR service

• First two Levels are daytime 
SAR only – medical support is 
clients responsibility

• LIMSAR
• INTSAR
• FULLSAR
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Bristow SAR – summary 
• A pedigree in SAR that begins in 1971
• Developed twin-hoist system, 

communications and SAR techniques –
awarded the Queen’s Award for Industry

• As SAR evolves, Bristow will continue to 
proactively develop and include these 
advances to meet the expectations of our 
clients

• As standards are introduced Bristow 
ensures we comply by already setting a 
high global standard to ensure compliance
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Bristow EC225 Full SAR
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Any questions?


