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Thank you. I've been asked to introduce the
2015 Michael Wilson Oration.
As a 20 year old, I turned up at 8'oclock in the
morning on the 31st January 1994 at the NSW
Ambulance training school at Rozelle in
Sydney, along with 19 other trainee
'ambulance officers' - as we were called back
then.
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On that day I met Michael Wilson.
I did not realise it at the time, but I would go
on to work and train with Michael on and off in
a variety of roles for the next 18 years.
Ultimately coming to work together with him at
the Sydney Helicopter base, in the pinnacle of
NSW Paramedic practice, as Special Casualty
Access Team Helicopter Paramedics.
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In 2006, Mick successfully completed the
gruelling Special Casualty Access Team
course to become one of only 60 SCAT
paramedics within the 4,500 paramedics in
NSW
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In 2008, Mick was successful in being selected to
become a SCAT helicopter paramedic, one of only 30 in
NSW. After completing training in aeromedical critical
care and as a down-the-wire rescue crewman, he
commenced working as part of a Doctor/Paramedic
Medical Team.
He excelled in this role and whilst a humble soul who sort
no accolades, he was the recipient of multiple awards for
his outstanding courage, compassion and care in
complex and hazardous situations.
On Christmas Eve 2011, at a time when most of us were
making plans to be with our families, Michael Wilson was
again laying his life on the line
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Mick and his helicopter crew answered a call to a
canyoner injured near Carrington Falls, on South coast
of NSW.
As one of the state’s most highly trained paramedics,
Mick had taken part in dozens of similar missions and
knew the routine – and risks. But this time it would cost
him his life.
Mick was winched down from his helicopter and
successfully reached his patient and then prepared
himself and the man to be winched out.
However, during the winch evacuation, Mick sustained
injuries which tragically resulted in his death
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To recognise Mick’s strong work ethic, compassion
and commitment to high levels of patient care, the
Committee of the Aeromedical Society of
Australasia agreed to introduce the Mick Wilson
Oration at its 2014 Conference.
This is a lasting tribute to Mick, through which he
can continue to inspire all of us….. every day.
All the way from the United States of America, it
gives me great pleasure to ask the Director of
Government Affairs for Air Medical Group Holdings,
Mr Tim Pickering, to come forward and present the
second annual Mick Wilson Oration.
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