
 
 

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT - 2024 
 

 

I would like to welcome the members of ASA and guests to the AGM and thank 

you for your attendance. It is my pleasure to present the President's Report for 

2024. 

 

This has been the first year of my second stint as President and I thank the Society 

and its members for the privilege. I would like to thank this year’s committee 

members for their contribution to the society and personally for their support and 

assistance. Again – sincere thanks to the Society for the opportunity. 

 

Planning and organisation for the 2024 conference has required an enormous 

amount of effort from a group of dedicated people. While there will be 

opportunities to properly thank the organising committee and Evita and her team 

from Conference Design during the conference I would like to acknowledge and 

congratulate them now. 

 

After Covid scuttled our recent attempts to hold our conference in Wellington, it 

is wonderful to be back in New Zealand in the city of Christchurch. In addition to 

FNA, the location brings COASTN in to the collaborative relationship with ASA, 

so important in making the conference a success and enhancing the delegate 

experience. 

 

It is fantastic that representatives of our International MOU and Accord partners 

continue to travel to Australia and New Zealand to support our conferences. Our 

friends from Europe (EHAC), North America (AAMS), the Society of 

Aeromedicine Malaysia (SAMMs) are in Christchurch, sharing in the common 

goal of enhancing aeromedicine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

2024 has been a busy year and I’d like to make special note of the following; 

 

- Following the strategic planning day held in Adelaide after last year’s 

conference, progress has been made. Facilitated by Mardi Steere, we have 

consolidated the purpose, vision and values for ASA, driving our path 

going forward. Mardi’s passion for this work was evident throughout. With 

the help of Andrew Berry and Catherine Jones the ASA website will 

undergo revision to capture the work that has been done and make it 

accessible to our members. 

- A key focus resulting from the strategic review was developing a liaison 

with CASA and advocating for an outcome focussed, consistent regulatory 

approach to aeromedical design standards and approvals. Initial discussions 

with CASA personnel have indicated a keenness to proceed. Further 

discussion will occur this year with the aim of establishing a project and 

next steps. 

- Further changes have been made to the monthly committee meeting agenda 

and minutes structures in an attempt to direct focus on to key tasks. This 

has worked quite well and has been achieved with the ongoing cooperation 

of the committee.  

- The Society's annual scholarship of $5000 was awarded to Tina Kendrick 

from NETS, NSW. The scholarship facilitated Tina, a Paediatric Clinical 

Nurse Consultant, attending the European Society of Paediatric and 

Neonatal Intensive Care in Rome in June this year. On a very pleasing note, 

8 scholarship applications were received, the highest number for many 

years. I would encourage the vigorous promotion of this fantastic facility 

and for more members to take advantage of the opportunity. 

- It is with great appreciation that we acknowledge Dr Chris Webber’s 

retirement from the ASA committee. He has been an outstanding 

contributor, performing as Treasurer between 1996 and 2018. He has been 

an excellent financial steward and has brought knowledge and insight to the 

committee’s deliberations. He will be sadly missed. Could I ask we 

acknowledge him now. 

 

 



 
 

- I would also like to acknowledge and thank Colleen Reid, who has acted as 

Secretary for the last two years. She has worked hard over that time and 

steps down from the committee at this conference. She has many demands 

on her time and has such commenced her transition a few months ago. I 

would like to thank Di Fuller for her willingness to step in and work with 

Colleen leading up to this conference and AGM. Thanks again to both 

Colleen and Di. 

 

It is very pleasing that ASA’s financial position has improved over the last few 

years following our Covid hiatus. Our conferences in Brisbane 2022 and Adelaide 

2023 were financially successful. With a modest profit budgeted for this year, it 

allows the committee to explore better ways to protect and improve that position 

and increase benefits for ASA members. It has managed to keep its membership 

fees low and provide relatively competitive conference attendance fees also. I 

would like to thank the Treasurer, Andrew Berry for his stewardship of the 

accounts over the year. 

 

Again, my sincere thanks to the members of the ASA Committee for their 

valuable contributions to the Society over the past year: 

 

Colleen Reid, Western Australia 

Andrew Berry, NSW 

Di Fuller, Secretary, New Zealand 

David Waters, New Zealand 

Cameron Edgar, New South Wales 

James Koens, New South Wales 

Chris Webber, New South Wales 

Mardi Steere, South Australia 

Alana Harper, New Zealand 

Judi Shields, Queensland 

 

I would also like to thank Catherine Jones for her diligent administrative support 

over the last 12 months. It is greatly appreciated. 

 



 
 

In conclusion, I look forward with great anticipation to our conference next year, 

a 40th anniversary celebration! I’m sure it will be a fantastic event with the 

committee working through the next year to make it a memorable experience for 

all. 

 

Thanks you and take care. 

 
Mark Buick  

PRESIDENT 

25th September 2024 – Christchurch, New Zealand 

 

Recommendation - that the 2024 President's report be accepted. 


